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UNCLAS WELLINGTON 1615 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECON, EGEN, EALR, NZ 

SUBJECT: FEBRUARY RETAIL SALES INCREASE OVER JANUARY 1977 

REE: WELLINGTON 0780 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE LATEST FIGURES FROM THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATISTICS THE TOTAL VALUE OE RETAIL SALES FOR FEBRUARY 
WAS $371.23 MILLION. AFTER CORRECTION FOR SEASONAL CHANGES 

IN PURCHASING PATTERNS AND FOR DIFFERING NUMBERS OF TRADING DAYS 
IN EACH MONTH, SALES IN FEBRUARY SHOW AN INCREASE OF 0.9 PERCENT 
COMPARED WITH JANUARY 1977. 

2. AFTER SIMILAR ADJUSTMENTS, THE SALES FOR FEBRUARY 

1977 WERE 15.8 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THOSE FOR FEBRUARY 1976. 

3. THE LARGEST CONTRIBUTORS TO THE INCREASE FROM 
FEBRUARY 1976 TO FEBRUARY 1977 WERE GORCERY AND DAIRY STORES 
(17.2 PERCENT), FOOTWEAR (18 PERCENT), HARDWARE, BUILDERS' 

HARDWARE, PAINTS ETC. (15 PERCENT) AND CHEMIST STORES (15.6 
PERCENT). 
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